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The Music Like Water

How, on a summer night,

the mysterious few bird notes rise

and break against the dark and stop,

and that music continues, afterward, for a long time;
how you move in me until silence itself is moving
precisely those few notes,

how they do not stop, the music like water

finding its way;

how what we begin we only think is ours,

how quickly it passes from reach,

some other life throating the air

until it is utterly lovely and changed;

how I am changed by you and change you,

how we willingly hollow our throats for the song,
how the music chains us, but the song—

on a summer night, how it breaks and stops,

how we falter and still the notes rise, beyond us,
how they complete themselves in the silence

and silence completes us, simple as those few notes
that answer the dark on the summer night and fall still.

- Jane Hirshfield



MUJSIC LIKE WATER

Jane Hirshfield* Katherine Saxon
Gently Flowing (J =c¢.56)
h ek mp — mf —— p
Soprano 1 g3 = = =
T =
o = o % 12
How, on a sum-mer night,
<
RN ECREEE & — T |
) g . - v ¥ 3 z
How, How on a sum-mer nErt,/_
mff ——P
Py i G ——
Tenor | |Ffy—Fo— = = 7 S S Y S O N
ANIV4 hal — - ! I
.g How, on a sum-mer night,_____
mp — mf —p
L -
Bass 1 5[‘,: ﬂaﬁ'nu y, = = 1 F— i .
— bl 11;'. | 4 1 I ! !
How, on a sum-mer night,
Gently Flowing (J =c.56)
L p oy P —_— w» ——— = p
Sopran02 I{ ”Hﬂﬂu 3 y 2 i T | i i I [ 7]
oy | =+ ===
PY) < < o4 @ e
HW/ T—— " How, on a sum-mer night, the my -
hu b, Vi —_— = mp —— mf—= p
Alto 2 |89 <
G — - T— I ) R — —— — " —
oJ - - v v 9 9 e d 4 & .
~—N v v
How, on a sum-mer HEIE/_ the my -
How
P — mp ———— mf ——
4 # r —"f—\ P
Tenor2 |FA=Hd— - T e e —— ———
AN m— < = — 11— I | —
'8) — T 14
How, How, on a sum-mer night,_____ the my -
P —— — 0 m f p
L A
e - s 0 D r ———|
Bass 2 -I'. ”Hﬂ:u y = I I I I IF .7 I I
S il 'I.gll ! | 1 I ! ! I ——
How, How, on a sum-mer night, the my -
(o5 ﬁ :’i ] i :/_\i — i 1 f i T P} * T E
piano reduction 3 e i’ﬁd'\——,?f > 3 3 j <
for rehearsal only V4 mp —— |mf
i3 = — e

* "The Music Like Water" from Of Gravity and Angels, copyright © 1988 by Jane Hirshfield. Used by permission.
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* Close to a hum. Rearticulate repeated notes and phrase groupings.
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* The lower note may be treated as either an ossia, or as a divisi.
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